
November 1,1999 

Administrator 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

400 Seventh Street SW 

Washington, DC 20590 


Subject: Pines Trailer Division VIN 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is being submitted in compliaroce with the requirements for u ,dated information about 
manufacturer identification setforth under 49 CFR Section 5686. 

Great Dane Limited Partnership has two operating Divisionis, Pines Trail ’r (F’TD) and Great Dane 
Trailers (GDTD). Both are manufacture rs of truck trailers. The Worlc Manufacturer Identifier 
(WMI) assigned to PTD is “lPN” and to GDTD is “1GR”. Begin ling with trailers to be 
manufactured after January 1,2000, the ]Pines Division will change its WI I1 to “IGR”, so that both 
Divisions utilize he same WMI. 

The scheme for assignment of Vehiclle Identification Numbim 0,apl licable for both Divisions 
beginning January 1,2000, is setforth in Great Dane Trailen Specification Vo. 69804901.01, Revision 
M, Sheets 1-6 (copy attached). 

Please direct any questions or requests for additional information about tl is matter to me. 1 can be 
reached by telephone at 912-644-2341 during weekdays from 8:00 AM -4:. 0 PM EST. 

Sincerely, 

GREAT DANE TRAILERS 
A Division Of Great Dane Limited Pairtnership 

,,/- -... 

Vice President, Engineering 

JFH/vb 

Attachment 
.. . 

t ‘ 1 
, ‘ I

Copy: Mr. Phil1 Pines (letter only) , l 
Mr. Kit Hammond (letter only) .. I 

Mr. Jim Pines 
Mr. Jerry McNeil 
Mr. Don Smith 
Mr. Gary Nelson . 
Mr. John DeFalco 

Lathrop Avenue P.O. Box 67 Savannah, Georgia 31402-0067 (912) 644-2100 
I ,Division of Great Dane Limited Partnership 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS - DESIG N & PERFORMANCE 

Revisions: See Sheet 6 
GREAT DANE LIMITED PAIRTIYERSHIP 
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATIOIV NUMBER 

WIN) CODE 

SECTICiN 3 
CHECK J l I G I T, I , SECTION I4 , , 

2 6 7 

SE,CTIO; 

3 
1 I 

4 
I 
5 

S,ECTI,ON 2, 
8 

I 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17-CHARACTER 

\POSITION 

SECTION 1 -
CHARACTERS 

POSITION 1-

POSITIONS 2 & 3 ­

-
POSITION 4 ­

-POSITION 5 

WORLD IrlANUFACTURER IDENT FIER (WMI) SECTION - 3 

-Count]y'Manufacture 
United States 

Manufactiirer ldentification assimed IV S.A.E. 
Great Dane - GR 

VEHICLE DESCRIPTOR SECTION (VDS) - 5 CHARACTERS 

TvDe of TIailer 

Semitraile r - Dry Freight Van 
Semitrailer - Reefer Van 
Semitraile r - Insulated Van 
Semitrailer - Platform 
Semitrailer -Converter Dolly and Otl ier 
Semitrailer - Low Boy 
Semitrailer - Pulpwood Transport 
Container 

Series or Ilodv TvDe 

Alumi nun I Straight Frame 

Aluminuni Drop Frame 

Aluminum Wedge 

Aluminunt Open Top 

Stainless LTlteel Straight Frame 

Stainless LTiteel Drop Frame 


-- A 
-- A 
- A 
- D 
= E 
-- L 
-- L 
- C 


-- A 
- A 
-- A 
-- A 
- A 
-- A 002 

69804901.01 Rev. M 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS 

S E C T I O N C O N T ' D  
Stainlegs Stee1 Wedge 

FRP SI mi$:ht Frame 

FRP Drop Frame 

FRP Wed@e 

FRP Open Top 

Straight D1:ck 

Drop Deck 

Extend ab&! 

Chassis 

Converter Dolly 

Other 

Goose1ieck 

Detach ablc! Gooseneck 

Side Pine1 Other Than 


DESIG N & PERFORMANCE 


Aluminum, Stainless Steel or FRP 
Platewall 

POSITIONS 6 & 7 - -I-Trailer Lei i d h  Code 
Trailer Lei igth X 2 

Examples: (For codes =>lo0 only the 1 ast two digits are used.) 

Length In Feet Length Code Le igth In Feet Length Code 

28.0' 56 46.5' 93 
40.0' 80 48.0' 96 
40.5' 81 50.0' 00 
41.0' 82 51..5' 03 
44.5' 89 53.0' 06 
45.0' 90 5'7.0' 14 

Notes: 
1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 

The trailer length shall be rounded to tt e nearest 0.5 feet of length before 
mull iplying by 2 to obtain the trailer lei gth code. 

Whca the trailer length is at the midpoi it of a 0.5 foot increment, the length 
shot Id be rounded up before multiplyin 5 by 2 to obtain the trailer length code. 

Examples: 	 40'-3'* use 4 1'4"with length code of 81. 
40'-9'' use 4 '-0" with length code of 82. 

Extcrdable trailer lengths shall be the I mgth in the closed position (shortest 
length). 

A c(tnverter dolly length shall be the len gth from the center of the tow bar eye to 
the I :enter of the lower coupler (fifth wh nl) rounded to the nearest 0.5 feet before 
coni ,erting to a length code. 0 i?3 

October 19,1999 VEHICLI!: ID ENTIFICATION NUMBEl t 69804901.O 1Rev. M 
Sht. 2 of 6 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS .-

POSITION 8 - Axle Configuration 

No Axle --
One Ade = 
TwoAxles = 
Three M t s  = 
FourAdes = 
Five Ades = 

DESIG N & PERFORMANCE 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 ,  amid so on 

SECT ON3 - CHECK DIGI'I' (CD) - 1ClHARACTEl 1 

POSITION 9 	 A Check Digiit milst be shown between Sectia n 2 and Section 4. 
The Check Digit is determined by a mathems tical computation. 

Assign to each number in the vehicle identific ation number its actual 
mathematical vah le and assign to each letter :hevalue specified: 

Multiply the :wigped value for each charactc r in the vehicle identification 
number by the wc :ight factor specified below. 

Character & Weight Factor 
1st 8 
2nd 7 
3rd 6 
4th 5 
5th 4 
6th 3 
7th 2 
8th 10 
Check Digit 0 
9th 9 
10th 8 
11th 7 

October 19,1999 VEHICLE: IDENTIFICATION NUMBEI t 69804901.01 Rev. M 
Sht. 3 of 6 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS DESK N & PERFORMANCE 

SECTION 3 WOSITION 9) COh T'D 

12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 

Add the resulting products and divide the total by 11. The numer itor of the remainder is the 
Check Digit. If the numerator is 110, the Check Digit is; X. 

EXAMPLE: 

Vehicle 
Identification Number 
Character l G R A B 8 0 2 - A S 2 1 3 7 1 5  

Assigned 

Value 1 7 9 1 2 8 0 2 - 1 2 2 1 3 7 1 5  


Multiply 

by Weight 

Factor 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2  


Add Products 8+ 49+ 54+ 5+ 8+ 24+ O+ 20+ O+ 9+ 16+ 14+ 6+ 15+ 28+ 3+ 1( = 269 


Divide by 11 269/11= 24 5/11 

Check Digit 5 (this is character for91h position) 

SECTION 4 - VEHICLE, INDICATOR SECTION ( JIS) - 8 CHARACTERS 

POSITION 10 - Vehicle Yctar Model 

Year Code Year 

1980 A 1998 W 

1981 B 1999 x 

1982 C 2000 Y 

1983 D 2001 

1984 E 2002 

1985 F 2003 

1986 G 2004 

1987 H 2005 

1988 J 2006 

1989 K 2007 

1990 L 2008 

1991 M 2009 of!5 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS DESK N & PERFORMANCE 


SECTION 4 (POSITION 10) LDNT'D 


1992 N 2010 
1993 P 2011 
1994 R 2012 
1995 S 
1996 T 
1997 V 

Plant Of Manufacture 

Brazil, Indiana 

Green cille, Mississippi 

Jacksalnville, Florida 

Kewaiiee, Illinois 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Savan Dah,,Georgia 

Terre Haute, Indiana 

Wayne, Ncbraska 


PRODIUC'rION SEQUENCE 

Produ ctioii Shop Order 


Examples: 

ooa 1 
0014 
0347 
4825 

A 
B 
C 

B 

G (Effective 1/1/2000) 

J 

K (Effective 1/1/2000) 

M 

S 

T (Effective MY 2001) 

W 


-POSITION 11 

POSITIONS 12-15 -

(Great Dane Trailers 

Division Only) 


POSITIONS 16 & 17 -

(Great Dane Trailers 

Division Only) 


POSITIONS 12 & 17 -

(Pines Trailer 

Division Only) 


-
--
-
-
-
-
-
-

Unit Sequlence Number Within Each ihop Order 
(Up to  99 lper shop order) 

Examples: 

One Trailer -- 01 

Thiree Trailers - 01 thru 03 

Twenty Trailers = 01 thru 20 

Unit Sgsence Number 

Examlple: 227673 through 227697 

.-
October 19,1999 VEHICLIE: IDENTIFICATION NUMBE t 69804901.O 1Rev. M 
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GREAT DANE TRAILERS DESIG N & PERFORMANCE 

,USEOF IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS 

lGRAB8025AS213715: Com~leteVIN - Used on all legal documc nts, such as MSOs and 
certification plates. (Not ::Will not be used for 
"remanufactured" traile rs which have used running 
gear assemblies and whc se identities are continued from 
existing trailers.) 

Used on all internal doci iments, such as warranties and 
invoices, and for "Hiddc n" sequence numbers. 

(Great Dane Trailers Di rision only) 

AS213715 Internal Seauence N u n h -

AS2137 : Shop Order Number -

REFERENCES: 

1. 49 CFR 565 
2. 49 CFR 566 
3. 49CFR571.7 
4. FMVSS 115 
5. TTMA RP NO. 56-91 

Rev N: September 28, 1999. Added Pines Plant3 to Section 4, Position I I  (Plant of Manufactur ?) VB 
Rev M: August 23, 1999. Added Terre Haute, Indiana to Section 4, Position I I  (Plant of Manu kture) VB 
Rev L: October 13, 1998. Changed Great Dane Trailers,Inc. To Great Dane Trailers - Addec 57.0' Trciiler Length. 
Rev K: September I ,  1993. Made correctionsto 'ypographicalerrors in Section 2, Positions 4, i& 7. 

Rev J: April 12, 1993 Added "remanufactured' note onpage 5, use of "Complete VIN". Adde 1Item 3 under references,page 5. 

Rev H: January 29, 1993. Added "length-notes"Section 2, Positions 6 & 7; added "Use of Ide itificationNumbers" at end of document. 

Rev G: December 17, 1992. Added "C"to Section 2, Position 4,for container;Added "0"for io  axle" to Section 2, Position 8 to be used wifh 


a container. (ECN GS-20)VK. 
Rev F: October I ,  1988 
Rev E: December I ,  1985 
Rev D: December I ,  1984 
Rev C: October 12, 1983 
Rev B: January IO,1983 
Rev A: December 19, 1979 

- ­
 ~~~ ~ 
~ 

October 19,1999 VEHICLIE IDENTIFICATION NUMBE 1 69804901.01 Rev. M 
Sht. 6 of 6 


